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“We envision a country 
where no matter where you 
live, or who you are, you can 
enjoy living in a place that is 

healthy, prosperous, and 
resilient.”



What we do



Who are we 
designing for?



Vehicles, or People?



Photo by The Free Birds on Unsplash

The Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act of 2021

https://t4america.org/iija/

https://unsplash.com/@thefreebirds?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@thefreebirds?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/united-states-capitol?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/united-states-capitol?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText








Communities are now in a 

ferocious competition 
over 

place

(whether they know it 
or not)



Federal funding opportunities for 
creating a sense of place:

1. Complete Streets Set-Aside
2. Transportation Alternatives Program
3. PROTECT program
4. RAISE program
5. Safe Streets and Roads for All
6. Reconnecting Communities Program



Sense of Place: Kirkwood, MO



Sense of Place: Denver, CO



Sense of Place: Normal, IL







Railway Construction Costs



Tourism Impact



Meridian, MS





Your Identity is Key

In any public project you need to know:

• Who you were in the past

• Who you are now

• And who you aspire to be



Who You Were in the Past 









Meridian’s Union Station



Who You Are Now









Who You Aspire to Be



David 
Barr



Union Station Development 
Results

• Private development 
of $197 million in 
surrounding area

• New life for historic 
structures







World Class Performances



Mississippi Arts and Entertainment 
Center









Now is the time for action

Need everything in place to take advantage 
of infrastructure law funding:

1) Clear, shared vision of your community’s 
future – compelling narrative

2) Stakeholder alignment around first steps
3) Identified federal and state programs
4) Matching funds

Link to DOT discretionary grant schedule>>

https://www.transportation.gov/grants/dashboard


It Is Critical to Engage Future Generations
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